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Hincapie	
  Sporstwear	
  and	
  Amore&Vita-­‐Selle	
  SMP	
  are	
  joining	
  forces	
  in	
  a	
  
combined	
  technical	
  sponsorship	
  (and)	
  Italian	
  distribution	
  operation.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  American	
  cycling	
  apparel	
  company	
  will	
  be	
  providing	
  technical	
  apparel	
  
to	
  the	
  Italian	
  continental	
  cycling	
  team	
  for	
  2015	
  and	
  2016,	
  with	
  an	
  option	
  to	
  
extend	
  the	
  sponsorship	
  to	
  2017.	
  The	
  joint	
  operation	
  will	
  be	
  carried	
  through	
  
Hincapie	
  Divisione	
  Italia,	
  a	
  distribution	
  company	
  managed	
  by	
  former	
  
Amore&Vita’s	
  rider	
  Roby	
  Di	
  Giovine,	
  in	
  conjunction	
  with	
  Amore&Vita’s	
  
Team	
  Manager	
  Cristian	
  Fanini.	
  
	
  
This	
  joint	
  venture	
  is	
  unique	
  in	
  that	
  it	
  combines	
  both	
  a	
  technical	
  sponsorship	
  
for	
  Amore&Vita-­‐Selle	
  SMP	
  and	
  a	
  distribution	
  partnership	
  between	
  Di	
  
Giovine	
  and	
  Fanini.	
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Di	
  Giovine	
  explains:	
  “I	
  am	
  not	
  sure	
  that	
  such	
  a	
  symbiotic	
  venture	
  has	
  even	
  
been	
  tried	
  before.	
  Both	
  Cristian	
  and	
  I	
  understand	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  sharing	
  
vision	
  and	
  goals/return	
  on	
  investment	
  between	
  sponsor	
  and	
  cycling	
  team,	
  
as	
  opposed	
  to	
  simply	
  providing	
  free	
  gear	
  to	
  a	
  team.	
  Our	
  objectives	
  with	
  
Hincapie	
  Divisione	
  Italia	
  will	
  be	
  to	
  provide	
  Amore&Vita	
  with	
  the	
  best	
  
technical	
  apparel	
  available	
  and	
  to	
  constantly	
  push	
  the	
  performance	
  of	
  the	
  
product	
  line	
  with	
  the	
  team	
  being	
  a	
  key	
  element	
  of	
  the	
  R&D	
  process;	
  for	
  all	
  
intent	
  and	
  purpose,	
  Amore&Vita-­‐Selle	
  SMP	
  is/will	
  be	
  the	
  Test	
  Team	
  for	
  
Hincapie	
  Divisione	
  Italia.	
  Who	
  will	
  really	
  benefit	
  from	
  this	
  collaboration	
  is	
  
the	
  final	
  consumer:	
  our	
  Italian	
  custom	
  line	
  will	
  simply	
  mirror	
  what	
  was	
  
developed	
  for	
  the	
  pros.	
  This	
  is	
  a	
  never-­‐ending	
  process,	
  yet	
  a	
  necessary	
  one,	
  
as	
  cycling	
  apparel	
  continues	
  to	
  evolve:	
  our	
  customer	
  base	
  demands	
  and	
  
deserves	
  the	
  most	
  sophisticated,	
  professional,	
  custom	
  gear.	
  It’s	
  a	
  simple	
  
concept,	
  but	
  it	
  is	
  what	
  ultimately	
  drives	
  this	
  sponsorship-­‐distribution	
  
operation.	
  
Since	
  I	
  left	
  Italy	
  in	
  2002,	
  I	
  learned	
  the	
  American	
  way	
  of	
  doing	
  business.	
  I	
  
understand	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  prioritizing	
  R&D	
  within	
  a	
  product-­‐centered	
  
business	
  vision;	
  moreover,	
  I	
  have	
  fully	
  embraced	
  an	
  ‘outside	
  the	
  box’	
  
approach	
  in	
  finding	
  solutions	
  to	
  challenges,	
  both	
  in	
  life	
  and	
  business.	
  
Consequently,	
  to	
  share	
  the	
  financial	
  risk	
  of	
  a	
  technical	
  sponsorship	
  with	
  the	
  
Amore&Vita	
  team	
  is	
  a	
  natural	
  step	
  toward	
  developing	
  a	
  successful	
  
distribution	
  venture	
  in	
  Italy.	
  It	
  is	
  an	
  unconventional	
  way	
  to	
  do	
  business	
  in	
  
cycling,	
  but	
  this	
  is	
  a	
  natural	
  business	
  evolution	
  for	
  both	
  a	
  sport	
  and	
  an	
  
industry	
  that	
  increasingly	
  drive	
  innovation	
  around	
  the	
  world.	
  
We	
  are	
  all	
  cycling	
  fans	
  here,	
  and	
  by	
  joining	
  forces	
  with	
  the	
  ‘oldest	
  
professional	
  team	
  in	
  the	
  world’	
  to	
  spearhead	
  the	
  next	
  wave	
  of	
  technical	
  
apparel	
  innovation	
  seems	
  like	
  the	
  best	
  possible	
  way	
  to	
  honor	
  cycling's	
  rich	
  
heritage	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  sport's	
  tradition	
  of	
  excellence	
  and	
  style.	
  
	
  
Back	
  in	
  the	
  late	
  1990s,	
  Ivano	
  Fanini	
  gave	
  me	
  a	
  chance	
  to	
  learn	
  the	
  art	
  and	
  
craft	
  of	
  professional	
  cycling.	
  Although	
  not	
  nearly	
  as	
  gifted	
  as	
  professional	
  
cyclist	
  George	
  and	
  Rich	
  Hincapie,	
  Hincapie	
  Sportswear	
  gave	
  me	
  a	
  chance	
  to	
  
apply	
  my	
  talents	
  as	
  a	
  designer	
  and	
  my	
  deep	
  understanding	
  of	
  cycling	
  
performance	
  to	
  the	
  world	
  of	
  technical	
  apparel.	
  Today,	
  this	
  joint	
  venture	
  
brings	
  everything	
  to	
  a	
  full	
  circle.	
  The	
  two	
  families	
  I	
  owe	
  most	
  of	
  my	
  success	
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in	
  life-­‐-­‐Cristian,	
  Ivano,	
  and	
  the	
  whole	
  Fanini	
  family,	
  and	
  Rich,	
  George	
  and	
  
the	
  whole	
  Hincapie	
  family-­‐-­‐are	
  now	
  joining	
  forces	
  to	
  bring	
  to	
  life	
  this	
  
exciting	
  and	
  innovative	
  project:	
  Hincapie	
  Divisione	
  Italia.	
  
	
  
Although	
  my	
  life	
  is	
  now	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  States,	
  my	
  heart	
  and	
  roots	
  are	
  still	
  in	
  
Italy.	
  Italian	
  cycling	
  is	
  the	
  history	
  of	
  cycling.	
  As	
  an	
  American,	
  I	
  can	
  see	
  an	
  
opportunity	
  to	
  combine	
  innovation	
  in	
  cycling	
  apparel	
  and	
  performance	
  with	
  
Italian	
  heritage	
  and	
  cycling	
  traditions.	
  Metaphorically	
  speaking,	
  Hincapie	
  
Division	
  Italia	
  is	
  an	
  extension	
  of	
  my	
  soul	
  and	
  a	
  reflection	
  of	
  my	
  personal	
  
journey	
  from	
  mediocre	
  cyclist	
  to	
  visionary	
  entrepreneur	
  of	
  the	
  sport,	
  and	
  
passionate	
  student	
  of	
  its	
  history	
  and	
  inherent	
  technologies	
  alike.”	
  	
  
	
  
With	
  a	
  2-­‐year	
  (plus	
  option	
  for	
  2017)	
  sponsorship	
  in	
  place,	
  Hincapie	
  
Divisione	
  Italia	
  will	
  provide	
  Amore&Vita-­‐SMP	
  Pro	
  Cycling	
  Team	
  with	
  a	
  
variety	
  of	
  high-­‐end	
  professional	
  race	
  and	
  training	
  apparel.	
  The	
  same	
  
apparel	
  will	
  be	
  offered	
  to	
  some	
  of	
  Fanini’s	
  cycling	
  development-­‐programs	
  
and	
  clubs	
  under	
  the	
  	
  Amore&Vita	
  umbrella.	
  From	
  the	
  product	
  standpoint,	
  
Hincapie	
  Divisione	
  Italia	
  will	
  focus	
  on	
  providing	
  time-­‐trial	
  specific	
  products,	
  
cutting	
  edge	
  race	
  gear,	
  and	
  innovative	
  solutions	
  for	
  professional	
  cycling.	
  
The	
  same	
  product	
  line	
  will	
  then	
  be	
  offered	
  to	
  those	
  Italian	
  teams	
  and	
  clubs	
  
seeking	
  high-­‐end	
  gear	
  and	
  sophisticated	
  design	
  solutions.	
  
	
  
	
  
For	
  information:	
  
Roby	
  Di	
  Giovine	
  (HQ@TriathlonArmy.com)	
  
Cristian	
  Fanini	
  (info@TeamAmoreeVita.com)	
  
	
  
www.hincapie.com	
  
www.team-­‐amoreevita.com	
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